


Clockwise from top left: Harris
Hawk and one of the longhaired
dachshunds it hunts with. Barn owl.
Barn owl, Saker Falcon. Harris
hawk. Saker Falcon chick.

“He said, ‘Oh, do you like birds? I have
a Harris hawk, and you're welcome to come
photograph it any time,”” she remembers. “I
looked it up on the Internet and called Bill
back and said “When can I come?™”

She was fascinated from the first.

“I was in paradise,” she said. “The birds
are elegant, gorgeous, powerful —so ... just
amazing. It’s the beauty of the birds. There’s
something majestic about a large bird of
prey.”

The falconry photography has grown
from there, and she generously shares it
with both the falconers and visitors to her
Web site, www.mequillanphotography.com.

“Bill calls and says ‘Hey, Denise, we have
a new bird,” she said. “Harris hawks huntas a
group. They're like a pack of wolves.”

She has since also photographed the
banding of some ospreys and documented
the growth of a Saker falcon from hatchling
to maturity. And she’s been up on the

42 Ocicher 2008 Fort Wayne

One Summit Square roof with the
peregrine falcons.

Her husband Gene has become
a photographer, too, during their five
years of marriage. Both are active,
award-winning members of the Fort
Wayne Photographers Club, and she is
president this year.

She and Gene work with the
falconers to get the best photographs,
and she finds it very rewarding.

“It’s getting that amazing shot
that you're hoping will be one in a
million,” she said. “My husband and
I kind of compete. He's gotten really
good.” They do not credit their photos
separately because it’s hard to track who
made which image, she said.

Their photographs have already
appeared in conservation magazines, and
she would love to see her photographs
on a wildlife calendar.
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American Electric Power, the parent
company of I8&M, which has its headquarters
in Fort Wayne's tallest building, One Summit
Square, is a friend to birds here and elsewhere.

A nest box for peregtine falcons was set
atop One Summit Square in 1993. The whole
story, as well as facts, photographs and a link
to the falconcam (the babies have fledged
and the nest is empty now; but wait il next
nesting season), is available at www.aep.com/
environmental/education/falconcam,

In addition, AEP has set aside 140 acres
of swampy land near Fairbank, Ind., as a
home for great blue herons and established
plantings to feed wild turkeys in 18,000
miles of transmission line rights-of-way and
311,000 acres of land it owns. AEP has also
worked with The Nature Conservancy to
establish a 2,950-acre wetland on Lake Erie’s
Sandusky Bay as nesting habitat for Bald
Eagles and helped protect two million acres

of Bolivian rainforest.






